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NOTE: The President spoke at 11:44 a.m. in the
school’s multipurpose room. In his remarks, he
referred to Sharalene Charns, principal, Vanden-
berg Elementary School; and Mayor Brenda L.
Lawrence of Southfield.

Statement on Burma’s Release of
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
May 6, 2002

The United States welcomes the release
from house arrest of Burma’s Nobel laureate
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, whose party won
an overwhelming victory in elections in 1990
but was never allowed to assume power. We
hope her release will be ‘‘a new dawn’’ for
Burma, as Daw Aung San Suu Kyi told her
supporters earlier today, and lead to national
reconciliation and a restoration of democ-
racy. All parties should seize this opportunity
to press ahead with the urgent work of restor-
ing the rule of law and basic political and
civil rights for all Burmese. Only a return
to democracy and reintegration with the
international community can bring the free-
dom and prosperity which the people of
Burma both long for and deserve.

The United States will closely monitor the
situation within Burma as this process
unfolds. We will also consult with ASEAN,
Japan, the European Union, and other part-
ners on how the international community can
most effectively encourage further progress
toward restoration of democracy. I com-
pliment U.N. Special Envoy Razali Ismail for
his tireless efforts to promote reconciliation
within Burma and for helping to facilitate
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s release.

Proclamation 7556—National
Tourism Week, 2002
May 6, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
For hundreds of years, people across our

Nation and around the world have enjoyed
traveling across America to visit our magnifi-
cent cities, parks, museums, and countless
other natural, historic, and cultural sites. Our

land provides endless opportunities to learn
as well as to enjoy our Nation’s immense vari-
ety of attractions.

The travel and tourism industry represents
a vital part of the American economy. The
Department of Commerce estimates that in
2001 the travel and tourism industry gen-
erated more than $90 billion in export rev-
enue and provided a $7.7 billion balance of
trade surplus. Preliminary numbers show
that last year, the industry created approxi-
mately $545 billion in total travel expendi-
tures and provided $94 billion in tax revenue
to local, State, and Federal governments. As
one of our Nation’s largest employers, travel
and tourism supports more than 7 million
jobs.

During National Tourism Week 2002, we
recognize the significance of this important
industry to our economy and for the lives
of all Americans. In the aftermath of the trag-
ic attacks of September 11, 2001, the travel
and tourism industry contributed to our
country’s efforts to persevere through this
challenging time. As we have encouraged
people to resume the regular course of their
lives, Americans and visitors from around the
world have responded by traveling to and en-
joying the beauty of our Nation.

During this observance, I urge all Ameri-
cans and people around the globe to travel
to and within our country to experience the
hospitality and quality of our Nation’s great
destinations.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 5–11, 2002,
as National Tourism Week. In recognition of
the significance of the travel and tourism in-
dustry in the lives of citizens of our Nation
and to visitors from abroad, I call upon all
Americans to mark this observance with ac-
tivities that highlight this important industry.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixth day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand two, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush


